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KITTY HAWK RECREATION COMMITTEE

MINUTES

Regular Meeting, July 28, 2009 - 6:00 p.m.

Kitty Hawk Municipal Building

AGENDA
1.
Call to Order / Attendance

2.
Approval of Agenda

3.
Approval of Minutes from March 31, 2009
4.
Public Comment
5.
New Business:
· Elect Committee Chair
· Elect Committee Vice Chair

· Welcome Bill Tomlinson – Appointed to the Recreation Committee by Council
July 7, 2009

· Review FY 2009-2010 Recreation Committee Budget

6.
Project Updates:
· Multi-Use Paths
· US Highway 158 from The Woods Road to Wal-Mart

· Bay Drive from Windgrass Circle to the Kill Devil Hills Line

· Kitty Hawk Road between US Highway 158 and NC Highway 12

· Kitty Hawk Heritage Day Festival


7.
Items Brought Up by Committee Members

8.
Next Meeting Date
9.
Adjourn

1.
CALL TO ORDER / ATTENDANCE
Chairwoman Buckner called the meeting to order at approximately 6:08 p.m., noting a quorum was present. Before the meeting was called to order, members chatted with Tomlinson, as he introduced himself to the committee.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:

Christine Buckner, Chairwoman











Ricky Brake











Alice Faircloth











Rita Phillis
Bill Tomlinson

Matt Witter










COMMITTEE MEMBER ABSENT:


Dusty Rhoads, Vice Chair (excused)


COUNCIL LIAISON PRESENT:


Councilwoman Emilie Klutz
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2.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Upon request by Chairwoman Buckner for a motion for approval, Phillis indicated, “so move,” with a second by Witter. The vote carried unanimously, 6-0.  
3.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MARCH 31, 2009
Hearing no corrections, Brake made a motion for approval. A second was given by Phillis, and the vote carried unanimously, 6-0. 
4.
PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no comments by the public offered. 

5.
NEW BUSINESS:  
· Elect Committee Chair.  Chairwoman Buckner indicated the Recreation Committee is required to meet in July to appoint chair positions. 
Phillis nominated Christine Buckner to continue as Chair, with Faircloth giving a second to the nomination. With hearing no objections or other nominations, a vote was taken and the nomination carried 6-0. 

· Elect Committee Vice Chair. With believing he would accept the nomination, Phillis nominated Rhoads to continue as Vice Chair. Chairwoman Buckner seconded, and the nomination’s vote carried 6-0. 
· Welcome Bill Tomlinson – Appointed to the Recreation Committee by Council July 7, 2009. Chairwoman Buckner welcomed Bill Tomlinson as the committee’s newest member. She then noted the committee has been meeting quarterly, with not much requiring the attention of the committee’s time. It was asked that if members have any suggestions for items which could be addressed by the Recreation Committee to please bring them forward for discussion and consideration. 
· Review FY 2009-2010 Recreation Committee Budget.  A copy of the current fiscal year’s budget was reviewed by committee members, with these brief discussion comments made:
· A considerable reduction in Contracted Services occurred with the cost of preparation of minutes being reduced due to the committee meeting less often. 
· Funding for Heritage Day was increased, up $2,500 over last year’s budget. With Council’s position being that Heritage Day is important to the community’s spirit, and with the current economic downturn not seeing any relief in the near future, additional funding was increased to help supplement possible reduction in monies which come from contributions by Kitty Hawk businesses and individuals. 
· Funding for the OBX Marathon is to purchase Town-provided decorations which can be given to citizens for encouraging and displaying community spirit supporting the marathon participants. 
· Funding for Sandy Run Park signage was not anticipated because of budget restraints.
Further discussion brought forward the next scheduled date of August 18, 2009 for Heritage Day planning. Heritage Day is to be held September 26, 2009.
6.
PROJECT UPDATES:
· Multi-Use Paths:

· US Highway 158 from The Woods Road to Wal-Mart.  This multi-use path has been completed, short of some landscaping being repositioned. With Phillis commenting how people were so excited anticipating the path that it was being used while under construction, Councilwoman Klutz echoed the many compliments received by the Town regarding this section of multi-use path, especially by Kitty Hawk Estates residents. As a further thought, Klutz mentioned how it would be nice if this path could eventually be extended and accessed by Barlow Lane residents. 
· Bay Drive from Windgrass Circle to the Kill Devil Hills Line.  This multi-use path is still being reviewed by the State for final approval. A safety issue has been expressed by a property owner adjacent to the proposed path’s layout. 
On the safety issue, Councilwoman Klutz informed committee members the property owner who has presented his concerns to the Town represents several individuals affected by the proposed path. Though most of the affected property owners have worked with the Town’s engineer and seem satisfied about the path’s design and layout, there is one resident still very much opposed to the project. 

Upon question by Witter as to the primary contention being expressed, Klutz explained that many of the driveways to be impacted are steep. The proposed design has the 6’ concrete path running approximately 4’ from the road, having a grassed area in between the road and the path. The path will veer out and connect with driveways near the road so that driveways will not have to be modified. Safety issues being addressed are also making sure the path meets the guidelines set by the Americans With Disabilities Act. 
The multi-use path on The Woods Road has slopes associated with driveways that are steeper than those on Bay Drive, Councilwoman Klutz continued. As The Woods Road’s path was approved by the State, NCDOT’s approval for the Bay Drive path is probably being scrutinized for safety all the more because of concerns expressed. If NCDOT informs the Town the proposed path for Bay Drive would not be safe, then Council will not go forward with the project, in that the other option for the path to be on the opposite side of the road is not feasible. 

Witter offered that the corner of Bay Drive and Tateway Street is becoming an area where all the more people drive too fast, and with increasing numbers of users of the paths along Bay Drive and off Windgrass Circle, close calls for accidents tend to be present. [It was noted a guard rail would be installed at the sharp curve area on Bay Drive.] Serious bike riders tend to stay on a main road instead of using bike paths, but it is a real pedestrian concern when cars tend to drive too fast along multi-use path areas. Klutz offered that the purpose for the Bay Drive path is to give a safe lane for persons to walk or push strollers, for example, and not be in the roadway. 
As a further note on the subject of safety concerns raised pertaining to Bay Drive, Councilwoman Klutz reported how the Town engineer was present by chance at the proposed path location where the steepest driveway would connect and met a parent guiding a 5- or 6‑year-old on a bicycle with training wheels and the child had no problem navigating the steepest section of that driveway. Even though safety issues are what property owners are addressing, it is felt that they simply just do not want to have the path connecting to their property, and in some cases, disturbing nice landscaping, which is understandable. 
· Kitty Hawk Road between US Highway 158 and NC Highway 12. This path area (sidewalk) is still being reviewed by the State. Speaking as to the delay, Klutz noted NCDOT has yet determined its improvement plans for that section of roadway. 
· Kitty Hawk Heritage Day Festival. As noted in earlier discussion, the festival’s plans are underway, and acknowledgement and appreciation was given by the Chair of the surge in the number of last year’s volunteers. 
7.
ITEMS BROUGHT UP BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
The Woods Road Multi-Use Path.  Chairwoman Buckner provided committee members with a copy of a letter from Calvin A. Glover (of 1708 Apache St., KDH, NC) regarding The Woods Road multi-use path. Glover’s letter praises the Town of Kitty Hawk for its multi-use path having dog‑friendly conveniences. As a frequent user of the path, he often observes speeding traffic on The Woods Road and Kitty Hawk Road, and the letter requests that the Town monitor the speed along the roads. As a tag, Glover indicates he hopes the Town will consider continuing the multi-use path to run along Kitty Hawk Road as well.
Recognizing there is a problem with speeding on these roads, Chairwoman Buckner noted the Kitty Hawk Police Department does often use its radar unit along the cited roads to encourage motorists to be aware of their speed. Discussion concerning The Woods Road recalled its time as a dirt/stone road and how use of the road increased, as well as more residences were being built, once pavement was installed. Further comments talked about the high volume of traffic and trucks on Kitty Hawk Road, and with its many curves, it can be dangerous even when one drives the speed limit. 

Tomlinson brought forward the issue of blind spots for path users as they enter/exit from Twiford Street onto/from The Woods Road. The Chair noted that the Town’s Public Works Department has tried to do regular maintenance along the path to keep shrubbery pruned to help prevent blind spots. Buffer areas and stop signs were also mentioned. 

OBX Marathon.  Phillis commended the Town Council for providing funding for marathon decorations, as Kitty Hawk is the only Town which provides decorations for its citizens and has been recognized as the best decorated town for each of the three years the marathon has been held. 
Call for Ideas.  Chairwoman Buckner opened the floor for any suggestions by members of items or projects which the Recreation Committee might consider. 

Tomlinson suggested that whenever recreation funds become available, the Town should consider installing equipment along some of the multi-use paths, somewhat like the “Olympic Trials” concept, where periodically one can stop and do different exercises. 
Sandy Run Park.  Upon question by the Chair regarding any updated information on Sandy Run Park, Councilwoman Klutz indicated that by December it will be known if money might be available for completing at least the loop. The CAMA permit has been extended for one year [till December 2010], and the most expensive item will be the bridge at the north side of the park. Approximately $14,000 is left in the Sandy Run Park fund. 
Sand on NC 12.  Brake noted the sides of NC 12 are covered with sand again, requesting that whatever was done before with getting NCDOT to provide maintenance for sand removal be done again and perhaps be done regularly. Bikers along NC 12 are unable to use the bike path and tend to swerve into the roadway, and with traffic heavier due to summer visitors, dangerous situations are occurring. As liaison, Councilwoman Klutz indicated she will bring this to Town Manager Stockton’s attention.
Recreation Committee Funds.  During discussion on the next meeting date, Councilwoman Klutz posed if funding should become available, would the committee prefer to have “Olympic” exercise equipment installed along one or more of the multi-use paths or to be determining where the next multi-use path should be planned? Klutz stressed the issue to be mindful of is that whatever is placed at multi-use paths also must be maintained. 

Brake brought forward another need is maintaining public parking spaces on side streets and parking lots, where sand tends to also collect because of ocean overwash. 

Councilwoman Klutz suggested another need is a bike rack at Luke Street, where she has often seen persons visiting the beach lay their bikes down beside them in the sand because of no place to lock them securely. Brake commented the same should be done at Eckner Street.
Upon Chairwoman Buckner noting the bike racks cost approximately $250, Councilwoman Klutz indicated she would bring the bike rack request before Council at its August meeting. Faircloth added it would be nice if each beach access had a bike rack provided. 
Handicap Accesses and Beach Rules.  Upon question by Tomlinson, it was explained each beach access posts rules relating to dogs, and the handicap accessible accesses are located at Byrd Street, Lillian Street and the Kitty Hawk Bath House. 

A related question concerning enforcement of dog rules on the beach was asked by Brake, which Klutz said the lifeguards usually are the ones who enforce the rules as they see anything occurring which disturbs others. Dogs must be leashed from 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Dogs may be loose outside those hours if the dog is under the control of the owner. Lifeguards usually do not enforce the rules until a problem is noticed, letting the atmosphere of a family-friendly, dog‑friendly beach prevail as long as no one is being bothered. 
Dare County Park.  It was mentioned this project by Dare County has been put on hold.
8.
NEXT MEETING DATE
With the committee’s consensus, Brake suggested that Chairwoman Buckner call a meeting in November if a reason arises which needs to be addressed. Otherwise, the next meeting is scheduled for January 26, 2010, at 6:00 p.m.
9.   ADJOURN
After the Chair thanked those in attendance, Phillis moved to adjourn, a second was given by Brake, carried with a unanimous vote of 6-0.
Chairwoman Buckner adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:01 p.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for January 26, 2010 6:00 p.m.















________________________________________















Christine Buckner, Chairwoman

Minutes Transcribed and Respectfully Submitted By:   Betty Moore Williams


