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KITTY HAWK RECREATION COMMITTEE 

MINUTES

Regular Meeting, April 24, 2007 – 7:00 p.m.

Kitty Hawk Municipal Building

AGENDA  

1.  Call to Order/Attendance

2.  Approval of Agenda

3.  Approval of Minutes from March 27, 2007

4.  Public Comment

5.  New Business:

· Harris Tract Park Name

· Chapter 13:  Amendments to the Parks and Recreation Section of the Code for membership numbers  

6.  Old Business

· Interpretative signage for Harris Tract Park

7.  Project Updates

a.  Lillian Street Beach Access

b.  Harris Tract Park Development

c.  Kitty Hawk Village Multi-Use Path

8.  Items Brought up by Committee Members

9.  Adjourn

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:

Joseph Monroe, Chairman 








Christine Buckner












Ricky Brake  








Alice Faircloth

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:

Bruce Ferrier, Vice Chairman, Excused







James Jackson, Excused 



Chris Layton, Excused  








Dusty Rhoads, Excused  

COUNCIL LIAISON:



Councilwoman Emilie Klutz was unable to 








attend  
STAFF PRESENT:
Holly Basnight-White, Liaison/Env. Planner








Barbara Smith, Secretary
 (SECRETARY’S NOTE:  A ninth member has not yet been appointed.  There were not enough members present to constitute a quorum, therefore, a formal meeting was not held but only discussion of items.  Due to the informal session, these Minutes do not necessarily follow the order of the Agenda.)  

The meeting began at approximately 7:30 p.m.  
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RENAMING THE HARRIS TRACT PARK:    Liaison White advised that Town Council has requested the Recreation Committee to develop a new name for the Harris Tract Park.  One suggestion had been to name it “Sandy Run Park”, named after the ditch that runs through and around the park.  During discussion, a suggestion was made for the park to be named after John Harris who had donated the property for the park.  The members will give some thought to the matter.  
AMENDING THE MEMBERSHIP:    Liaison White provided a copy of Chapter 13 of the Ordinance which created the Recreation Committee, as well as the Amendment dated March 5, 2002 to increase the membership from seven (7) to nine (9) members.  Town Council requested the Committee to determine how many members they would prefer to have.  There are currently nine (9) voting members with no alternates.  After some discussion, the members present agreed on a reduction of the membership to seven (7) with no alternates, which requires a quorum of four (4) members.  

INTERPRETATIVE SIGNAGE:    Liaison White presented a list of birds observed on the Outer Banks, as well as information about Kitty Hawk Woods Coastal Reserve, and examples of flora and fauna signs at the Rush Ranch, a component site of the San Francisco Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve.  The members discussed the signs developed by Sydney Fleming for the Coastal Reserve and interpretative signs at the end of Ridge Road.  It was noted that Jeff Lewis, Manager of the Elizabethan Gardens, is very knowledgeable about birding.  Liaison White suggested that the members spend some time in observation at the Harris Tract Park in order to be able to determine some interpretative signs about birds or other species such as snakes.  Faircloth also provided photographs she had taken of interpretative signs from various areas she had visited.  Liaison White requested that the members give some thought to what should be included on the signs, which could include Kitty Hawk Woods, the Maritime Forest, or historical facts about Kitty Hawk and the surrounding areas, or anything else of significance.  

Buckner noted that Jimmy Hewitt would like to donate and plant trees at the Harris Tract Park, and has requested that the Town contact him.  One example he had suggested was a Cleveland Pear.  Liaison White noted that some native trees have already been chosen.  Brake added that all plants have been purchased per the contract, and discussed what plans had been made for the landscaping and the signs location.  It was suggested that the Town accept the trees from Mr. Hewitt and fit them into the landscape.  Buckner requested that Liaison White contact Mr. Hewitt to thank him for his generous offer.  Liaison White will look into where Mr. Hewitt’s trees could be planted.  

There was also some discussion about the fence abutting the Hewitt property, and whether that needs to be repaired.  Staff will look at that again.  
HARRIS TRACT PARK:    Liaison White reported that there were no new updates about the Harris Tract Park.  The bridge has been built, and the Boardwalk construction is underway.  Brake added that the woodwork has been completed, and the pilings have been delivered today.  Jeremy Sampson is beginning the work on his contract.  Engineer Bill Royster of Barnhill Company has helped move this along.  Brake said that Barnhill should complete their work within 
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two weeks.  He also discussed the choice of paint for the shuffleboard court; Matthew Monroe will paint the lines on Saturday.  

LILLIAN STREET BEACH ACCESS:    Liaison White reported that Lillian Street is complete except for the selection of signs.  There was some discussion about the access, and the parking there and at other accesses.  

KITTY HAWK VILLAGE MULTI-USE PATH:    This project is continuing.  Mayor Perry has become involved and it is moving along.  

MEMBERS NEEDED:    Liaison White requested input about the need to re-involve the current members, as well as the need for new applications to be provided to Town Council.  Monroe pointed out that the choice of new members was not up to the Committee, but was made by Town Council.  The members discussed whether a member should be removed if he or she misses more than three consecutive unexcused meetings.  Discussion also included when a conflict would arise for someone to be a member, such as had happened with Dorman.  It is usually considered a conflict if the applicant is the primary owner of a business and would directly benefit from being a Recreation Committee member.  Brake explained the difference in bidding on construction contracts which requires acceptance of a low bid, and by Engineers which does not.  There was a question of what the North Carolina statute states.  During the discussion, Liaison White related that Dorman had felt she needed to resign due to all that was going on with the increase in her business, and she felt it was unfair to the Committee to miss the meetings, that someone who could be there should serve.  She felt badly about needing to resign.  

Liaison White requested that the Committee members think about the number of members who should serve on the Committee, and consider how many unexcused absences there have been.   Monroe felt that they need to make sure that someone has missed three meetings in a row, and to contact that person about why he or she had not been attending.  It was noted that Layton has missed three consecutive meetings.  Since it was pointed out that some members were not aware that they should call to indicate that they would miss a meeting, Liaison White suggested that members could be informed at the next meeting that anyone who will miss a meeting should notify her.  The members felt that they need to know if members really want to remain on the Committee, and if there will be a quroum present for a meeting.  Chairman Monroe will call Layton to discuss this.  

HARRIS TRACT:    The members returned to the discussion about interpretative signage, and discussed identification of:  birds, fish, snakes, ticks, flies, fish, lizards, plants such as poison ivy and poison oak, and shrubs such as wax myrtle, historical facts about that vicinity of Kitty Hawk and the Coastal Preserve, and the maritime forest.  It was  thought that Ferrier could be very helpful with this due to his outdoor expertise.  Some members could take a paddle trip and walk around the Harris Tract to scout the project and provide some input about what is there.  Liaison White suggested that they pick the most important designations of what is significant at “Sandy Run Park”.  Buckner suggested requesting that the Scouts help with this.  Liaison White advised 
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that they could make a trail map to show directions, trail markers, and handouts that can be produced at Town Hall.  They will need a way to mark a kayak/canoe path, such as the use of painted buoys on the water.  Faircloth discussed the Northwest River Park for which she had provided some information.  The Committee also discussed the need for bicycle racks.   

In a discussion about electrical requirements since there are no receptacles, Liaison White noted that Mayor Perry had indicated that Council did not want too much light out there in order to discourage people from going in there at night.  Monroe noted that they only need 200 amps.  Brake added that service is very expensive, costing approximately $15,000 for one light.  He indicated that their electrical engineer had designed the electrical needs.  They could install a receptacle at any time.  Discussion continued about the need for receptacles, as well as paving and landscaping.  

ADJOURN:   The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:25 p.m.    The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 29, 2007.  







    ______________________________ 



Joseph Monroe, Chairman


__________________________________







Barbara A. Smith, Secretary

These Minutes were approved at the ______________  meeting.
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